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DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric 
Administration 

[Docket  No.  911298-2099] 

Taking  of  Marine  Mammals  Incidental 
to  Commercial  Fishing  Operations; 
Interim  Exemption  for  Commercial 
Fisheries 

agency:  National  Marine  Fisheries 
Service  (NMFS),  NOAA,  Commerce. 
action:  Notice  of  final  list  of  fisheries 
for  1992. 

SUMMARY:  NMFS  issues  this  final  List  of 
Fisheries  for  1992  associated  with  the 
interim  exemption  for  the  taking  of 
marine  mammals  incidental  to 
commercial  fishing  operations  under 
section  114  of  the  Marine  Mammal 
Protection  Act  of  1972  (MMPA)  to 
become  effective  May  12, 1992.  The 
original  list  was  published  on  April  20, 
1989  (54  FR  16072).  Section  114  requires 
NMFS  to  update  the  list  at  least  once 
each  year. 

EFFECTIVE  DATES:  The  list  of  fisheries 
for  1992  is  effective  May  12, 1992.  Vessel 
owners  who  will  operate  in  Category  I 
or  II  for  the  first  time  have  until  )ime  11. 
1992  to  register. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Robert  C.  Ziobro,  Office  of  Protected 
Resources,  National  Marine  Fisheries 
Service,  1335  East-West  Highway,  Silver 
Spring.  MD  20910,  301-713-2322;  Steve 
Zimmerman,  Alaska  Region,  National 
Marine  Fisheries  Service,  P.O.  Box 
21668,  luneau,  AK  99802,  907-586-7235; 
Brent  Norberg,  Northwest  Region, 
National  Marine  Fisheries  Service,  7600 
Sand  Point  Way  NE,  Seattle.  WA  98115, 
206-526-6110;  James  Lecky,  Southwest 
Region,  National  Marine  Fisheries 
Service,  501  W.  Ocean  Boulevard,  Suite 
4200,  Long  Beach,  CA  90802-4213,  310- 
980-4020;  Douglas  Beach,  Northeast 
Region,  National  Marine  Fisheries 
Service,  1  Blackburn  Drive,  Gloucester, 
MA  01930,  508-281-9254;  or  Jeffrey 
Brown,  Southeast  Region,  National 
Marine  Fisheries  Service,  9450  Koger 
Blvd.,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33702.  813-893- 
3366. 

8UPPUEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  Section 
114  of  the  MMPA  establishes  an  interim 
exemption  for  the  taking  of  marine 
mammals  incidental  to  commercial 
fishing  operations  and  requires  MMFS  to 
publish  and  annually  update  a  List  of 
Fisheries,  along  with  the  marine 
mammals  and  number  of  vessels  or 
persons  involved  in  each  such  fishery,  in 
three  categories,  as  follows: 

(I)  A  frequent  incidental  taking  of 
marine  mammals: 


(II)  An  occasional  incidental  taking  of 
marine  mammals;  or 

(III)  A  remote  likelihood,  or  no  known 
incidental  taking,  of  marine 
mammals. 

Based  on  Congressional  guidance, 
NMFS  interpretation  of  the  1988 
Amendments,  public  comment  and 
meetings  and  consultations  with  state 
and  Federal  agencies.  Regional  Fishery 
Management  Coimcils,  and  other 
interested  parties,  NMFS  published  a 
List  of  Fisheries  on  April  20, 1989  (54  FR 
16072).  NMFS  also  published  an  interim 
rule  governing  the  taking  of  marine 
mammals  incidental  to  commercial 
fishing  operations  on  May  19, 1989  (54 
FR  21910),  and  a  final  rule  governing 
reporting  of  the  take  of  marine  mammals 
incidental  to  commercial  operations  on 
December  15, 1989  (54  FR  51718). 

On  j€uiuary  16, 1992  (57  FR  1900),  after 
consultation  with  the  Marine  Mammal 
Commission,  NMFS  published  a  notice 
of  proposed  changes  to  the  current  List 
of  Fisheries  and  annual  request  for 
comments  and  information  on  the 
proposed  revised  List  of  Fisheries  for 
1992. 

The  following  criteria  were  used  in 
classifying  fisheries  in  the  list  of 
fisheries: 

Category  I 

There  is  documented  information 
indicating  a  “fi^quent”  incidental  taking 
of  marine  mammals  in  the  fishery. 
“Frequent”  means  that  it  is  highly  likely 
that  more  than  one  marine  mammal  will 
be  incidentally  taken  by  a  randomly 
selected  vessel  in  the  fishery  during  a 
20-day  period. 

Category  n 

(1)  There  is  documented  information 
indicating  an  “occasional”  incidental 
taking  of  marine  mammals  in  the 
fishery,  or  (2)  in  the  absence  of 
information  hidicating  the  frequency  of 
incidental  taking  of  marine  mammals, 
other  factors  such  as  fishing  techniques, 
gear  used,  methods  used  to  deter  marine 
mammals,  target  species,  seasons  and 
areas  fished,  and  species  and 
distribution  of  marine  mammals  in  the 
area  suggest  there  is  a  likelihood  of  at 
least  an  “occasional”  incidental  taking 
in  the  fishery.  “Occasional”  means  that 
there  is  some  likelihood  that  one  marine 
mammal  will  be  incidentally  taken  by  a 
randomly  selected  vessel  in  the  fishery 
during  a  20-day  period,  but  that  there  is 
little  likelihood  ffiat  more  than  one 
marine  mammal  will  be  incidentally 
taken. 

Category  III 

(1)  There  is  information  indicating  no 
more  than  a  “remote  likelihood”  of  an 


incidental  taking  of  a  marine  mammal  in 
the  fishery,  or  (2)  in  the  absence  of 
information  indicating  the  frequency  of 
incidental  taking  of  marine  mammals, 
other  factors  such  as  fishing  techniques, 
gear  used,  methods  used  to  deter  marine 
manunals,  target  species,  seasons  and 
areas  fished,  and  species  and 
distribution  of  marine  mammals  in  the 
area  suggest  there  is  no  more  than  a 
remote  likelihood  of  an  incidental  take 
in  the  fishery.  “Remote  likelihood” 
means  that  it  is  highly  unlikely  that  any 
marine  mammal  will  be  incidentally 
taken  by  a  randomly  selected  vessel  in 
the  fishery  during  a  20-day  period. 

Sixteen  comments  were  received  in 
response  to  the  notice  of  proposed 
changes  from  state  and  Federal 
agencies,  fishing  associations, 
fishermen,  a  conservation  group,  and 
other  interested  parties.  These 
comments  (along  with  the  proposed 
changes)  are  summarized  below  and 
were  considered  in  developing  the  List 
of  Fisheries  for  1992.  A  summary  of  the 
changes  to  the  List  of  Fisheries  for  1992 
appears  after  the  comments  sections. 

General  Comments  and  Responses 

Conunenters  stated  that  NMFS  should 
make  the  data  from  the  observer 
program  and  vessel  owner  logbooks 
available  so  reviewers  can  better 
determine  if  the  proposed  changes  are 
appropriate  or  if  other  changes  should 
be  recommended. 

These  data  are  available  upon  request 
in  aggregate,  sununary,  or  other  such 
form  that  does  not  disclose  the  identity 
or  business  of  any  person  (50  CFR 
229.10(b)). 

One  commenter  stated  that  NMFS 
should  use  the  best  available 
information,  which  includes  drawing 
analogies  among  fisheries,  to  classify 
fisheries.  The  commenter  also  states 
that  analogies  drawn  between  gillnet 
fisheries  and  other  fisheries  using 
similar  gear  in  similar  areas  may 
warrant  the  placement  of  these  fisheries 
in  Category  I. 

NMFS  does  and  will  continue  to  use 
the  best  available  information  to 
categorize  fisheries.  However,  the 
criteria  for  Category  I,  as  stated  above, 
requires  the  use  of  documented 
information  indicating  a  frequent  take 
and,  therefore,  precludes  the  use  of 
analogies. 

Comments  and  Responses  on  the 
Proposed  Changes 

The  following  discussion  parallels, 
and  uses  the  numbering  of  items 
appearing  in,  the  proposed  changes 
published  January  16, 1992  (57  FR  1900). 
No  comments  were  received  on 
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proposed  changes  3. 4,  5. 6. 7. 11. 15^  17. 
and  18;  therefore,  these  numbers  are  not 
represented  in  the  foUowhig  discussion. 

1.  Recategoii;^  the  Bering  Sea  and 
Aleutian  Islands  ^oundfish  trawl 
fishery  and  the  Gulf  of  Alaska 
groundfish  trawl  fishery  from  Category  I 
(Table  1)  to  Cat^ory  HI  (Table  3]. 

AH  comments  received  supported  this 
change.  One  commenter  did  request,  to 
the  extent  possible,  that  the  number  of 
trawls,  the  number  of  trawls  observed, 
and  the  observed  and  reported  levels  of 
incidental  take  be  given.  The  same 
commenter  noted  ^at  NMPS  regulations 
for  reclassifying  fisheries  are  based  on 
the  frequency  of  incidental  takes 
compared  to  the  number  of  fishing 
operations  and  suggested  the  use  of  the 
total  number  and  observed  number  of 
trawls  to  estimate  effort.  It  was  further . 
noted  that  observed  incklenta!  take 
rates  for  1981  should  be  considered. 

NMFS  is  required  to  classify  a  fishery 
as  Category  1  if  it  is  highly  likely  that 
more  than  one  marme  mammal  will  be 
incidentally  taken  by  a  randomly 
selected  filing  vessel  during  a  ZOday 
period,  while  firireries  are  considered  to 
be  in  Category  III  if  it  is  highly  unlikely 
that  any  marine  mammal  be 
incidentally  taken  by  a  randomly 
selected  fi^ng  vessel  during  a  20-day 
period.  Consequently,  whenever 
possible.  NMFS  makes  its  calculations 
baaed  on  the  number  ctf  days  fi^ed. 

In  the  January  16. 1962,  Federal 
Register  notice  (57  PR  1900).  NMFS 
noted  that  28  mariiw  mammals  were 
reported  lethally  taken  by  the 
groimdfish  trawl  fleets  in  1990. 

However,  fiirther  analysis  indicated  that 
20  marine  mammals  were  seen  lethally 
taken  by  natural  resource  observers, 
and  this  value  was  used  to  develop  an 
estimate  of  29  for  the  total  fleet.  An 
additional  five  marine  mammals  were 
observed  entangled  or  injured  in  this 
fishery  in  1990  and  the  calculated 
number  of  marine  mammals  mitangled. 
seriously  injured,  or  killed  was 
estimate  to  be  38  ±9  (95%  Cl).  This 
information  is  based  on  catch  statistics 
from  the  69.9  percent  of  the  catch  that 
was  observed.  The  Alaska  Fineries 
Science  Center  estimated  the  total 
number  of  fishing  days  for  the  trawl 
fleet  in  the  Bering  Sea  and  Golf  of 
Alaska  at  25J60  days.  Based  on  the 
estimated  number  of  animals  taken  and 
days  of  fishing  eff(Hl.  one  marine 
mammal  was  taken  per  vessel 
approximately  every  715  days  in  1990. 
Conseqimntly.  based  on  1990  data  this 
fishery  falls  below  the  Category  I 
threshold.  Although  final  incidental  take 
rates  for  the  groundfish  trawl  fisheries 
are  not  currently  available  for  1991. 
preliminary  information  indicates  that 


the  take  rates  and  fishing  effort  were  ■ 
similar  to  dioee  obsmved  in  1999 
Therefore,  these  fisheries  are 
reclassified  to  Category  in  as  proposed. 

2.  Recategorize  the  iWce  William 
Sound  saln^  drift  gillixet  fishery  from 
Category  1  (Table  1)  to  Category  B 
(Table  2). 

One  commenter  stated  that  Category  I 
classification  may  be  warranted  for  at 
least  a  portion  of  the  fishery  where  the 
rate  of  interactions  may  approach  or 
exceed  one  marine  mammal  per  vessel 
per  20-day  period. 

NMFS  proposed  to  reclassify  the 
Prince  William  Sound  salmon  drift 
gillnet  fishery  to  Category  II  based  on 
information  obtained  in  the  1990  and 
1991  observer  programs  for  this  fishery. 
During  the  comment  period,  NMFS 
received  additional  i^ormation  from  the 
1991  observer  program.  A  preliminary 
evaluation  of  Aese  data  does  not 
support  the  proposed  recategorization  at 
this  time.  NMFS  will  continue  to 
evaluate  the  available  data  and  will 
propose  recategorization  of  die  fishery, 
or  part  of  it.  if  appropriate.  Therefore, 
this  fishery  will  remain  in  Category  I  for 
1992. 

8.  Redefine  (and  Recategorize  part  of) 
the  Washington/Oregon/California 
(WA/OR/CA)  salmon  troll  fishery 
(Category  ff.  Table  2)  as  the  south  of 
Cape  Pahxm,  Oregon  (45*46'00"  N.) 
salmon  troll  fishery  to  Category  IL 
(Table  2);  and 

9.  Add  the  north  of  Cape  Falcon. 
Oregon  (45*46'00‘'  N.)  Salmon  troll 
fishery  to  Category  IQ  (Table  3). 

Several  comments  were  received 
supporting  the  proposed  change  as  were 
comments  stat^  that  the  area  of  the 
fishery  being  recatcgorlzed  to  Category 
in  should  at  least  include  the  waters  off 
Oregon. 

As  stated  in  the  proposed  changes,  the 
troll  fishery  north  of  Cape  Falcon  is 
managed  {mmarily  under  quotas  with 
restrictive  openings  (because  of 
concerns  regardii^  weak  salmon  stocks) 
that  occur  outside  the  timeframe  that 
California  sea  lions  occur  in  the  area. 
The  area  south  of  Cape  Falcon  is 
managed  primarily  on  a  seasonal  basis. 
An  area-by-area  review  of  the  2.366 
reptNis  received,  prior  to  the 
implementation  of  the  interim  exemption 
program,  substantiate  this  difference  in 
the  potential  for  interactions.  The 
review  indicated  that,  of  the  184 
mortalities  or  injuries  that  occurred  in 
the  WA/OR/CA  salmon  troll  fishery, 
only  one  occurred  north  of  Cape  Falcon. 
NMFS  believes  this  information 
supports  the  recategorizatkm  of  the 
salmon  troll  fishery  north  of  Cape 
Falcon  to  Category  m.  and  therefore  the 
change  is  incorporated  as  proposed. 


NMFS  will  continue  lo  review  data  oa 
the  troll  fidiery  south  of  Cape  Falcon  to 
ensure  that  it  is  categorized  properly  in 
the  future. 

19  Clarification  of  die  Category  U 
(Table  2)  Washington  Coastal  River 
Salmooid  Gillnet  Firiaeryas  the 
Category  n  Washington  Coastal  River 
Salnmnid  Set  Qllnet  Fishery. 

One  ccHnmenter  requested 
clarification  as  to  why  die  Washington 
coastal  river  set  gillnet  fishery  was  in 
Category  U  and  Ae  Columbia  River. 
Wiliapa  Bay  and  Grays  Harbor  fishery 
is  in  Category  L 

Fisheries  interactkxw  in  coastal  rivers 
are  not  similar  to  interactions  in  coastal 
bays.  Harbor  seals  spend  a  significant 
amount  of  time  in  coastal  bays  when 
they  pup,  Iveed,  molt,  haul-out,  and 
feed.  Therefore,  the  likeHhood  of  an 
interaction  is  greater  in  a  coastal  bay 
than  in  a  coastal  river  that  empties 
direcdy  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  where 
seals  and  sea  fions  might  enter  to  prey 
on  salmonids. 

12.  Redefine  (and  recategorize  part  of) 
the  CaKfomia  gillnet  fishery  for  while 
sea  bass,  yellowtail.  soup^  shark, 
white  CTO^er.  bonito/ftying  fish 
(Category  n.  Table  2)  as  die  California 
set  gillnet  fishery  for  white  croaker, 
bonito,  and  flying  fish  (Category  BL 
Table  2);  and 

13.  Add  the  Category  I  (Table  1) 
California  set  gillnet  fishery  for  soupfin 
shark,  yellowtail  and  white  seabass. 

One  commenter  suggested  that  effort 
data  for  the  fisheries  would  be  helpful  to 
better  Judge  the  significance  of  the 
reported  observations. 

When  information  was  collected  on 
these  fisheries  in  the  mid-1980*s  the  total 
fishing  effort  was  not  calculated. 

Reports  were  compiled  from  observer 
data  on  takes  of  all  species  including 
non-target  fish  species,  seabirds,  and 
marine  mammals.  NMFS  used  the  best 
avallaUe  information  in  categorizing  the 
California  set  gillnet  fishery  for  soupfin 
shark,  yellowt^  and  white  seabass  and 
will  omtinue  to  review  data  as  it 
becomes  available  to  ensure  that  it  is 
properly  categorized  in  the  future. 

14.  Add  to  Catetoiy  n  (Table  5)  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  Caribbe^  Gulf  of 
Mexico  pair  trawl  fishery  for  swordfish, 
tuna,  shark. 

One  commenter  requested  an 
explanation  as  to  why  thb  fishery  was 
not  placed  in  Category  I. 

NTvfFS  does  not  ^ve  documented 
infonnatioa  indicating  a  frequent 
incidental  take  of  marine  mammals  in 
this  fishery. 

19  Combine  the  Southern  New 
England  (ShflE)  area  with  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  (MDA)  so  the  MDA  extends 
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from  Nantucket  Island,  Massachusetts, 
to  Cape  Hatteras,  North  Carolina. 

Several  commenters  noted  cmd 
expressed  concern  that  the  term 
"gillnets  for  tuna,  shark,  swordfish”  was 
associated  with  a  Category  III  fishery. 

The  list  of  fisheries  affected  by  this 
proposed  combination  included  a 
Category  III  fishery  defined  as  “pelagic 
hook  &  line/harpoon/gillnet.”  The 
inclusion  of  the  term  “gillnet"  was 
inadvertent:  it  should  not  have  been 
included  in  the  description.  The  gillnet 
fishery  for  swordfish,  tuna,  and  shark  is 
a  Category  I  fishery  (Table  4). 

19.  Redefine  and  recategorize  the 
Category  II  (Table  5]  SNE,  MDA  Squid 
Trawl  as  the  Category  III  (Table  6)  MDA 
Squid  Trawl. 

One  commenter  compared  this  fishery 
with  the  squid  fisheries  in  California, 
suggesting  that  marine  mammal 
interactions  were  highly  variable  and 
that  3  years  of  observer  data  should  be 
available  before  proposing 
reclassification.  The  same  commenter 
also  noted  that  there  was  no  information 
regarding  the  sizes  of  vessels  ourently 
participating  in  this  fishery. 

The  California  squid  fishery  is  a 
pelagic  surface  attraction  fishery  that 
uses  lights  in  association  with  lampara 
nets  or  purse  seines.  During  this  process, 
pilot  whales  or  other  squid-eating 
marine  mammals  may  be  attracted  by 
the  squid  and  may  interact  with  gear. 

The  f^A  squid  trawl  fishery  uses  mid¬ 
water  trawls  to  intercept  migrating  or 
spawning  squid.  The  small,  slow  moving 
domestic  trawlers  are  easily  avoided  by 
marine  mammals  in  the  area.  Marine 
mammal  interactions  are  limited  to  large 
vessels  towing  bigger  nets  at  faster 
speeds. 

After  more  than  2  years  of  vessel 
registration  under  the  interim  exemption 
program,  the  following  breakout  of  squid 
trawl  vessel  sizes  is  documented.  There 
were  20  foreign  mackerel  trawlers 
operating  in  1991,  ranging  in  length  from 
244  feet  (74.37  m)  to  390  feet  (118.87  m). 
These  are  the  same  size  vessels  that 
targeted  squid  in  the  mid-1980s.  Of  die 
220  domestic  vessels  registered  for  this 
fishery  in  1991,  only  14  were  over  100 
feet  (30.48  m)  in  length,  and  only  one 
was  in  the  size  range  of  foreign  vessels 
at  250  feet  (76.20  m).  NMFS  does  not 
have  any  information  on  the  take  of 
marine  mammals  by  this  size  vessel. 

This  fishery  will  continue  to  carry 
observers  under  the  sea  sampler 
program,  and  the  joint  venture  effort  will 
continue  to  have  100-percent  observer 
coverage  under  the  Magnuson  Fishery 
Conservation  and  Management  Act. 

20.  Redefine  the  Category  HI  (Table  6) 
Gulf  of  Marine  (GME),  SNE,  MDA,  South 
Atlantic  (SOA),  coastal  shad,  sturgeon 


fishery  as  the  Category  III  GME,  SOA 
coastal  shad,  strugeon  gillnet  fishery: 

21.  Recategorize  MDA  coastal  shad, 
sturgeon  gillnet  fishery  to  Category  II: 
and 

22.  Redefine  as  the  MDA  coastal 
gillnet  fishery  (includes,  but  not  limited 
to  Atlantic  croaker,  Atlantic  mackerel, 
Atlantic  sturgeon,  black  drum,  bluefish, 
herring,  menhaden,  scup,  shad,  striped 
bass,  sturgeon,  weakfish,  white  perch, 
and  yellow  perch). 

One  commenter  questioned  why  the 
GME  SOA  coastal  shad,  sturgeon  gillnet 
fishery  remained  in  Category  Ill  and 
why  the  SOA  and  Gulf  of  Mexico 
coastal  gillnet  fisheries  were  not 
proposed  for  recategorization  to 
Category  n. 

Presently  there  are  no  records  of 
marine  mammals  being  taken  in  this 
GME  fishery.  There  are  a  number  of 
restrictions  on  gillnets  in  SOA  states. 
Hie  sturgeon  fishery  in  North  Carolina 
(which  averages  about  6000  lbs  (2721.58 
kg]  per  year)  operates  fi'om  February  1 
through  June  30  with  a  mesh  size  no 
larger  than  6  inches  (15.24  cm).  South 
Carolina  prohibits  the  commercial  catch 
of  sturgeon.  In  Georgia,  all  gillnetting 
except  for  the  sturgeon  and  shad  gillnet 
fisheries  is  banned.  Georgia's  sturgeon 
season  runs  fi'om  February  15  to  April 
15,  and  the  sturgeon  must  be  at  least  75 
inches  (190.50  cm)  fork  length.  Shad 
gillnetting  occurs  in  North  and  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia  from  January 
through  April.  The  ocean  segment  of  this 
fishery  occurs  in  the  early  portion  of  the 
season  and  moves  into  the  rivers  in 
early  spring.  There  are  gillnet 
restrictions  along  four  Atlantic  counties 
in  southeast  Florida.  These  counties 
(Brevard,  Indian  River,  St.  Lucie,  and 
Martin)  restrict  gillnet  use  to  reduce  sea 
tiirtle  mortalities.  In  addition,  a  citizen's 
coalition  is  trying  to  get  most  nets 
banned  in  Florida  state  waters. 

In  the  Gulf  states,  the  only  large 
coastal  gillnet  fishery  is  in  Florida, 
targeting  mullet.  This  fishery  uses  run¬ 
around  gillnets,  which  may  cause  the 
two  or  three  bottlenose  dolphin 
mortalities  with  markings  of  gillnet 
entanglement  reported  each  year.  There 
is  apparently  little  coastal  commercial 
gillnetting  in  the  northern  Gulf.  Texas 
prohibits  the  use  of  gillnets  in  State 
waters. 

Comments  on  the  longline  and 
bottomfish  fisheries  in  the  Northwestern 
Hawaiian  Islands  (NWHI). 

Commenters  questioned  the  validity 
of  the  statement  that  close  to  100 
percent  of  the  Hawaiian  monk  seal 
population  can  be  expected  to  be  found 
within  the  area  closed  by  Amendment  3 
to  the  Fishery  Management  Plan  for 


Pelagic  Fisheries  of  the  Western  Pacific 
Region. 

Amendment  3  to  the  Fishery 
Management  Plan  for  Pelagic  Fisheries 
of  the  Western  Pacific  Region  prohibits 
fishing  within  50-nautical-miles  of  the 
Northwest  Hawaiian  Islands,  including 
100-mile  wide  corridors  between  islands 
where  the  50-nautical-mile  closures  are 
not  contiguous,  to  prevent  the  incidental 
take  of  Hawaiian  monk  seals.  In 
addition.  Amendment  4  to  the 
Bottomfish  and  Seamount  Groundfish 
Fishery  Management  Plan  requires 
vessel  owners  and  captains  to  notify 
NMFS  prior  to  departing  for  this  area  so 
that  observers  may  be  placed  aboard  to 
monitor  their  fishing  activities. 

Except  for  isolated  sightings  of 
Hawaiian  monk  seals  at  Wake  Island, 
Johnston  Island,  Palmyra  Island,  and 
Bikini  Atoll  in  recent  years,  nearly  all  at- 
sea  observations  of  monk  seals  have 
been  restricted  to  waters  around  the 
NWHI  inside  the  area  closed  to  fishing 
and  within  50  nautical  miles  of  the  main 
Hawaiian  Islands.  Of  the  ten  longline 
vessel  trips  monitored  between  July  1990 
and  April  1991,  four  fished  within  50 
nautical  miles  of  the  NWHI  for  a  total  of 
20  sets.  There  were  no  monk  seal 
interactions  or  observations  reported  by 
NMFS  observers  on  any  of  these  trips, 
either  inside  or  outside  of  the  protected 
species  zone.  Also,  satellite  and  radio 
tagging  of  Hawaiian  monk  seals  will  be 
conducted  this  year  to  begin  examining 
the  at-sea  distribution  of  monk  seals 
more  rigorously. 

Comments  Received  on  the  1991  List  of 
Fisheries 

General 

One  commenter  suggested  that  the 
Washington,  Oregon,  California  thresher 
shark  and  swordfish  drift  gillnet  fishery 
be  clarified  to  indicate  that  the  fishery 
no  longer  occnirs  in  Washington  or 
Oregon, 

From  1986  through  1988,  the  thresher 
shark  swordfish  drift  gillnet  fishery  was 
an  experimental  fishery  in  Washington 
and  Oregon  and  has  not  occurred  in 
either  state  since.  Washington  and 
Oregon  have  adopted  an  interstate  plan 
that  prohibits  the  use  of  driftnets  north 
of  California.  If  the  use  of  gillnets  were 
to  be  approved  for  use  in  the  waters  off 
the  coasts  of  Washington  and  Oregon, 
NMFS  would  be  involved  and  woidd  be 
able  to  take  appropriate  action  to  ensure 
that  the  fisheries  are  categorized 
appropriately.  Therefore,  the 
Washington,  Oregon,  California  thresher 
shark  and  swordfish  fishery  is  redefined 
as  the  California  thresher  shark  and 
swordfish  fishery. 
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One  commenter  suggested 
reclassifying  the  Lower  Columbia  River 
drift  gillnet  fishery  from  Category  I  to  II. 

does  not  believes  that 
sufficient  information  has  been  obtained 
fiom  the  observer  effort  in  this  fishery  to 
justify  a  recategorization  at  this  time. 
NMFS  will  continue  to  analyze  the  data 
and  propose  appropriate  changes  if 
warranted. 

One  commenter  stated  that  because  of 
the  lack  of  information  on  takings  in  the 
Yakutat  Set  Gillnet  Fishery  for  salmon, 
the  fishery  should  be  recategorized  to 
Category  ID. 

NMFS  does  not  agree.  This  fishery 
was  originally  placed  in  Category  II 
because  of  the  potential  for  gillnets  to 
take  marine  mammals  and  because  it 
was  the  intent  of  Congress  that  NMFS 
collect  information  on  the  levels  of 
interaction  between  marine  mammals 
and  such  fisheries.  NMFS  was  also 
aware  of  anecdotal  reports  of  directed 
takings  of  harbor  seals  in  this  fishery. 
NMFS  had  also  been  notified  in  1988 
that  a  tagged  Steller  sea  lion  and  gray 
whale  had  been  entangled  and  killed  in 
this  fishery.  Also  in  1988,  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  notified  NMFS  that 
harbor  porpoise  and  sea  otters  are  likely 
to  have  been  taken  in  this  fishery. 

Since  the  Yakutat  set  net  fishery  was 
placed  in  Category  n,  there  has  been 
very  poor  compliance  with  the 
registeation  and  reporting  requirements. 
Of  the  estimated  164  permittees  in  this 
fishery,  only  38  registered  in  1989  and 
1990.  Of  the  38  registrants,  only  24 
submitted,  reports  for  this  period.  Even 
with  this  poor  compliance,  however, 
there  was  a  sufficient  number  of  animals 
reported  as  taken,  72  injured  and  68 
killed,  to  indicate  that  this  fishery 
should  not  be  reclassified  to  Category 

m. 

One  commenter  recommended  that 
the  Category  II  Alaska  gillnet  (except 
salmon  and  herring]  fishery  be  clarified 
so  the  sunken  gillnet  fisheries  in  Prince 
William  Sound,  Kodiak,  Central  Gulf  of 
Alaska,  and  the  Aleutian  Islands  are 
defined  separately  to  improve 
recordkeeping  on  fishing  effort  and 
marine  mammal  interactions. 

In  1991,  there  was  a  renewed  interest 
in  sunken  gillnet  fisheries  in  Alaska.  The 
most  recent  observer  data  available  for 
these  fisheries  is  firom  1981,  and  was 
provided  by  the  Alaska  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game.  These  data  indicated  at 
least  an  occasional  rate  of  interaction  at 
that  time  with  harbor  porpoise. 
Therefore,  NMFS  agrees  with  the 
recommendation  and  is  incorporating 
the  following  clarifications  into  the  List 
of  Fisheries  for  1992.  The  Category  n 
Alaska  gillnets  for  finfish  other  than 
salmon  or  herring  is  redefined  as  the 


Category  II  Alaska  gillnets  for  finfish 
except  salmon,  herring  and  the  following 
four  Category  II  sunken  gillnet 
groundfish  fisheries:  (1)  The  Category  n 
Prince  William  Sound  sunken  gillnet 
groundfish  fishery;  (2)  the  Category  II 
Kodiak  (south  of  Cape  Douglas,  east  of 
159*W)  sunken  gillnet  fishery;  (3)  the 
Category  II  Central  Gulf  of  Alaska 
(north  and  east  of  Cape  Douglas)  sunken 
gillnet  fishery;  and  (4)  the  Category  II 
Aleutian  Islands  (south  of  SS'N,  west  of 
170*W)  sunken  gillnet  fishery.  NMFS 
will  analyze  information  as  it  is  received 
to  ensure  that  these  fisheries  are 
categorized  properly. 

A  commenter  stated  that  the  Gufi  of 
Mexico  shrimp  fishery  should  remain  in 
Category  IIL 

There  was  no  change  proposed  for 
this  fishery  and  presently  there  is  no 
information  to  indicate  that  a  change  is 
warranted. 

Summary  of  Changes  to  the  List  of 
Fisheries 

Tab/e  1 — Category  /  Commercial 
Fisheries  in  the  Pacific  Ocean 

The  Bering  Sea  and  Aleutian  Islands 
groundfish  trawl  fishery  and  the  Gulf  of 
Alaska  groundfish  trawl  fishery  is 
recategorized  to  Category  III  (Table  3). 

The  Washington/Oregon  Lower 
Coliimbia  River  Region,  Willapa  Bay, 
Grays  Harbor  salmon  drift  gilhiet 
fishery  is  redefined  as  the  Washington/ 
Oregon  Lower  Columbia  River  (indudes 
tributaries)  salmon  drift  gillnet  fishery. 

Add  the  Washington  Grays  Harbor 
(includes  rivers,  estuaries,  etc.)  salmonid 
set  and  drift  gillnet  fishery. 

Add  the  Willapa  Bay  (includes  rivers, 
estuaries,  etc.)  salmon  drift  gillnet 
fishery. 

The  Washington/Oregon/Califomia 
thresher  shark  and  swordfish  drift 
gillnet  fishery  is  redefined  as  the 
California  thresher  shark  and  swordfish 
drift  gillnet  fishery. 

Add  the  Califoi^a  set  gillnet  fishery 
for  soupfin  shark,  yellowtail,  and  white 
seabass. 

Table  2 — Category  II  Commercial 
Fisheries  in  the  Pacific  Ocean 

Add  the  Metlakatla/Annette  Island 
salmonids  drift  gillnet  fishery. 

The  Alaska  long  line/set  line  fisheries 
for  sablefish — Southern  Bering  Sea, 
Aleutian  Islands,  and  Western  Gulf  of 
Alaska  (Unimak  Pass  and  westward)  is 
redefined  as  the  Alaska  long  line/set 
line  fisheries  for  sablefish— ^uthem 
Bering  Sea,  Aleutian  Islands  (NMFS 
Statistical  Reporting  Areas  S17,  518,  519, 
540),  and  Western  Gulf  of  Alaska 
(NMFS  Statistical  Reporting  Area  610 
west  of  165*W). 


The  Alaska  gillnets  for  finfish  other 
than  salmon  and  herring  is  redefined  as 
the  Alaska  gillnets  for  finfish  other  than 
salmon,  herring,  and  sunken  gillnets  for 
groundfish. 

Add  the  Alaska — ^Prince  William 
Sound  sunken  gillnets  for  groundfish. 

Add  the  Alaska — Kodiak  (south  of 
Cape  Douglas,  east  of  159*W]  sunken 
gillnets  for  groundfish. 

Add  the  Alaska — Central  Gulf  of 
Alaska  (north  and  east  of  Cape  Douglas) 
sunken  gillnets  for  groimdfish. 

Add  the  Alaska — ^Aleutian  Islands 
(south  of  55*N,  west  of  170“W)  sunken 
gillnets  for  groundfish. 

The  Washington/Oregon/Califomia 
Salmon  Troll  Fishery  has  been  redefined 
as  the  south  of  45°46'00"  N.  (Cape 
Falcon,  OR)  Salmon  Troll  Fishery. 

Clarification  of  the  Washington 
Coastal  River  salmonid  gillnet  fishery  as 
the  Category  11  as  the  Washington 
Coastal  River  salmonid  set  gillnet 
fishery. 

Clarification  of  the  Washington  Puget 
Sound  Region,  Hood  Canal,  Strait  of 
Juan  de  Fuca  (estuaries  and  lower  river 
areas  subject  to  tidal  action)  set  and 
drift  gillnet  salmonid  fisheries  as  the 
Washington  Puget  Sound  Region  and 
inland  waters  south  of  the  U.S.-Canada 
border,  including  the  Strait  of  Juan  de 
Fuca,  Hood  Canal  and  estuaries  and 
lower  river  areas  (subject  to  tidal 
action)  set  and  drift  gillnet  salmonid 
fisheries. 

The  California  gillnet  fishery  for  white 
sea  bass,  yellow  taU,  soupfin  shark, 
white  cruder,  bonito/flying  fish  is 
redefined  as  the  California  set  gillnet 
fishery  for  white  croaker,  bonito,  and 
flying  fish,  and  the  California  set  gillnet 
fishery  for  soupfin  shark,  yellowtail,  and 
white  seabass  which  is  recategorized  to 
Category  I  (Table  1). 

Table  3 — Category  III  Commercial 
Fisheries  in  the  Pacific  Ocean 

The  Bering  Sea  and  Aleutian  Islands 
groundfish  trawl  fishery  and  the  Gulf  of 
Alaska  groundfish  trawl  fishery  is 
recategorized  from  Category  I  (Table  1). 

Add  the  North  of  45”46'00"  N.  (Cape 
Falcon,  OR)  Salmon  Troll  Fishery 
(redefined  ftt)m  Category  II). 

Table  4— Category  I  Commercial 
Fisheries  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
Caribbean,  and  Gulf  of  Mexico 

The  Gulf  of  Maine  groundfish/ 
mackerel  gillnet  fishery  is  redefined  as 
the  New  &igland  Multispecies  Sink 
Gillnet  (includes  all  species  as  defined 
in  the  Multispecies  Fishery  Management 
Plem  and  spiny  dogfish)  for  all  waters 
east  of  71’40'W. 
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Add  the  Gulf  of  Maine  small  pelages 
(udiich  includes  mackerel,  herring, 
meidiaden)  surface  gillnet. 

Table  5— Category  II  Commercial 
Fisheries  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
Caribbean,  and  Gulf  of  Mexico 

Add  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  Caribbean, 
Gulf  Mexico  pair  trawl  fishery  for 
swordfish,  tuna,  shark. 

The  southern  New  England,  mid- 
Atlantic  8()uid  trawl  is  redefined  and 
recategorized  to  CategiMy  III  (Table  6). 

The  mid-Atlantic  coastal  shad, 
sturgeon  gillnet  fishery  was 
recategorized  fi-om  Category  III  (Table  6) 
and  redefined  as  the  mid-Atlantic 


coastal  gillnet  fishery  (includes,  but  not 
fiinited  to  Atlantic  croaker,  Atlantic 
mackerel,  Atlantic  sturgeon,  black  drum, 
bluefirir,  herring,  menhaden,  scup,  shad, 
striped  bass,  sturgeon,  weakfish,  white 
perdi,  yefiow  perch). 

Table  6 — Categoiy  III  Commercial 
Fisheries  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
Caribbean,  and  Gulf  of  Mexico 

Add  the  South  Atlantic,  Gulf  of 
Mexico  shark  bottom  longline  fishery. 

Add  the  mid-Atlantic  sqiiid  trawl 
which  was  redefined  and  recategorized 
from  Category  n  (Table  5). 

The  Gulf  of  Maine,  southern  New 
England,  mid-Atlantic,  south  Atlantic, 


coastal  shad,  sturgeon  is  redefined  as 
the  Gulf  of  Maine,  south  Atlantic  coastal 
shad,  sturgeon  gillnet  fishery  and  the 
mid-Atlantic  coastal  ^ad.  sturgeon 
gillnet  fishery  to  recategorized  to 
Category  II  (Table  5). 

Also  for  east  coast  fisheries  the 
southon  New  En^and  area  was 
combined  with  the  mid- Atlantic  so  the 
mid-Atiantic  extends  Cpchb  Nantncket 
Island,  Massachusetts,  to  Cape 
Hatteres,  North  Carolina. 

The  estimate  number  of  vessels/ 
persons  has  been  updated  with 
available  information  In  the  following 
Tables. 


List  of  Fisheries  Interim  Exemption  for  Commercial  Fisheries 
Table  I.— Category  I  Commercml  FtSHERiES  in  the  Pacific  Ocean 


Estimated  number 
of  veaseis/ 
persons 

Marme  Mannal  species 
immtved 

536. 

Z  6. 13. 14.  15. 

16 

6. 13, 15,  30,  32. 

362 

Z  Z  6. 11. 

222 

ZZZ 

874 

Z  Z  Z  30. 

224 

Z  3,  6,  11,  14.  15.  16,  17.  18, 

22,  23,  29,  30,  3Z  33- 

273 

Z  6,  41, 15, 16. ». 

178 

Z  6.  tZ  1Z  30. 

42 

2.  Z  Z  14,  15.  16,  27.  41.  30. 

Table  2.— Category  W  Commercial  Fisheries  in  the  Pacific  Ocean 


Estimatod  mintier 
ol  )WWl«/ 
parsons 


Marins  mammal  spscies 
lovotved 


GHtnel  terisries.  aalmonids: 

AK  Prince  William  Sound— set  ^net . . . . . 

AK  South  Unimak  (False  Pass  and  Unsnak  Pass) . . . 

AK  Pentnswia  <ottier  than  SduSi  Unimak)  drift  _ _ _ _ 

AK  Southeast  Alaska — drift  gMnet _ _ _ 

AK  Mettakatia/ Annette  Island— drift  gillneL . . . _ 

AK  Yakutat— set  gillnet . . . . .  _ 

AK  Cook  Met— drift  gillnet . . . . 

AK  Cook  Inlet— eat  giNnat . . . . . . 

AK  Kodiak— set  gilirret . . . . . . . 

AK  Peninsula-  sot  gillnet _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ZZ~ . . 

AK  Bnstol  Bay— drift  gillnet . . . . 

AK  Bristol  Bay— set  giknet . . . . . . . . 

WA  Puget  Sound  Region  and  inland  waters  south  of  the  U.S.-Canada  border,  Mduding  the  Strak  of  Juan 
de  Fuca.  Hood  Canal  and  eetuaries  and  tosnr  river  areas  (subiect  to  tidal  actior^— set  and  drift  gUlneL 

WA  ooestal  river— set  giHnet . . . . 

CA  Ktamath  River — gHtnet _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Other  gillnet  fieheries:  ~ 

AK— giHnets  (eoccept  saknoa  herring  and  sunken  gillnets  for  groundfiah) . . . 

CA— gillnets  for  white  croaker,  bonito.  and  flying  fish _ _ _ _ _ 

Sunken  gillnets  for  groundfiah: 

AK — Prince  William  Sourrd _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

AK— Korfiak  (south  of  Caps  Dou^  asst  of  ISTW) . I . ZZZZZZZZZ..ZZZZ..ZZZZ 

AK — Central  GuW  of  Alaska  (north  and  east  of  Cape  Douglas) . . . 

AK— AleuBen  Islands  (south  of  S5*N,  westtjf  TZO’W) _ _ _ _ I 

Purse  seine  fieheries  salmon: 

AK  South  Unimak  (False  Pass  and  Unimak  Pass) . . . . . . . . . 

TroH  fisheries: 

OR,  CA — south  ct  45*46W  (Cape  Faioon,  OR)  salmon . . . . . . . . 

Round  haul  (seme  and  Jatitoara),  beach  seine,  and  throw  net  fisheries: 

CA  herring— purse  seine _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

CA  anctiovy,  mackerel,  tuna— purse  seine.._ . . . . 

CA  sardirre— purse  seine . 


30  2,8.13,15. 

1S8  2,  6, 13, 14, 15,  30. 

158  2.  6,  13,  15,  30. 

468  2,  8.  13,  14.  IS.  25.  SO,  31. 
56  2,  6,  13,  14,  15,  25.  30.  31. 
164  ^8.  13.  14.30. 

580  2.8.13,15,28. 

M3  2. 8,  13. 15,  26. 

187  2,  6, 13, 15. 

113  2.6.  13i,30. 

1,746  Z  6,  26,30. 

943  2.6.26,30. 

3.  800  1.  2.  3.  6. 14.  IS,  25. 

325  Z3.6. 

504  3,6. 

235  2,6.15. 

41  Z  3,  6.  14.  15,  16,  27.  30.  41. 


115.  l.Z  tZ 

3,480  2,3,6. 

too  3,6. 

160  .  Z  27. 
120  '  3,  27. 
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Table  2.— Category  H  Commercial  Fisheries  in  the  Pacific  Ocean— Continued 


• 

Fishery 

Estimated  number 
of  vessels/ 
persons 

Marine  mammal  species 
Involved 

CA  squid — purse  seine . . . . .  . . . . . . - . . . . . . . - . 

145 

3,  22,  23.  27. 

25,28. 

25. 

2,8. 

3,23. 

2.  3,  6. 

3.8. 

Long  line  ^  line  fisheries,  sablefish: 

AK  Prince  William  Sound  (NMES  Statistical  Area  649)  „  — . . . — . . 

270 

AK  Southern  Bering  Sea,  Aleutian  Islands,  (NMFS  Statistical  Reporting  Areas  517,  518,  519,  540)  and 
Western  (aiilf  of  Alaska  (NMFS  Statistical  Reporting  Area  610  West  of  165*W). 

PoL  ring  net  and  trap  fisheries: 

AK  Metlakatia  fi^  trap . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . 

226 

4 

Dip  net  fisheries: 

CA  squid . . . . 

115 

Aquaculture,  ranch  pens: 

WA,  OR  sslmon— net  pens . .  . 

21 

OR  salmon — ranch. . . . . . . . . . - . .  . . 

8 

Table  3.— Category  III  Commercial  Fisheries  in  the  Pacific  Ocean 


Fishery 


GNInel  fisheries: 

AK  KuskokMm,  Yukon,  Norton  Sound,  Kotzebue  salmon  gifinets . . . . . . 

AK  herring  only . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

WA,  OR  Upper  Columbia  River  Basin  (above  BonrrevHle  Dam)  salmon  and  other  finfish  gillnets._ . . . 

WA.  OR,  CA  gfitnets  for  herring,  smelt,  shad,  sturgeon,  bottom  fish,  mullet  perch,  rockfish . . . 

HI  gHInet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Troll  fisheries: 

AK  salmon . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . 

WA,  OR  north  of  45*46'00"  (Cape  Falcon,  OR)  salmon . . . . . . . . . . 

NorvsahTton  trolt  fisheries,  AK  North  Pacific  halibut  AK  bottom  fish,  WA,  OR,  CA  albacore,  groundfish, 
bottom  fish,  CA  halibut 

HI  troliing,  rod  arxl  reel.- . . . . . . . . . . . 

Guam  tuna . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Commorrwealth  of  the  Northern  Mariana  Islands  tuna  - . . . . . - . . . . . . 

American  Samoa  tuna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Purse  seine,  beach  seine,  round  haul  (seine  and  lamprra)  and  throw  net  fisheries: 

AK  salmon/herring— beach  or  purse  seine . . . . . . . . . . j: _ 

AK  other  finfish . . . . . . . . . . . . 

WA  salrrxxr— purse  seine...- . . . . . . . . . . ^ _ 

WA  salirron— reef  net . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . 

WA,  OR  herring,  smelt  squid— purse  seine . . - . . . . . - . . 

WA— beach  seine  aU  species . . . . . . . . . . 

HI — purse  seine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

HI  opelu/akule — net . . . . . . . . . . . . 

HI— throw  net  cast  net . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

HI— net  uTKdassified . . . . . . . . 

Western  Pacific  yellowfin  tuna— purse  .seine  (South  Pacific  Tuna  Treaty) . . . . . 

Long  line/set  tine  fisheries: 

AK  groundfish  (except  sablefish  in  BSAI/GOA  vrhich  are  in  Category  II) . . . . . 

AK.  WA.  OR  North  Pacific  halibut . . . . . — . 

WA,  OR.  CA  groundfish.  bottomfish . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

CA  shark/bonito . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

HI  tuna,  biUfiah,  maN  mahi,  wahoo,  oceanic  sharks . . . . . . . . . - . 

Trawl  fisheries: 

AK  Bering  Sea  and  Aleutian  Islands  groundfish . - . - . . . . . . . . 

AK  Gulf  of  Alaska  groundfish . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

AK  state-managed  waters  of  Cook  Inlet  Kachemak  Bay,  Prince  William  Sound,  Southeastern  Alaska 
groundfish. 

AK  food/bait  herring . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

AK.  WA.  OR.  CA  shrimp.- . . . . . - . . . . . 

WA.  OR,  CA  groundfish,  squid,  smelt  bottomfish _ _ _ — - - 

CA  CaKfomia  halibut.- . . . - . . . . . . 

CA  sea  cucumber . - . . . . . . . . 

Pot  ring  net  and  trap  fisheries: 

AK  shellfish — pot . - . - . . . . . . . . . . . - 

AK  finfish — pot . . . . . . . . . . . 

WA.  OR.  CA  sablefish— pot . . . . . . . . . . . . . — . . 

WA,  OR.  CA  dungeness  crab . . . . . . . . . . . 

WA,  OR  shrimp — pot..- . . . . . . . . . . . - . - 

CA  lobster,  prawns,  shrimp,  rock  crab,  fish-pot- . . . . . . . . — 

OR,  CA  hagfish . - . - . 

HI  lobster— trap . - . . - . 

HI  shrimp— trap . - . — . . . - . 

HI  other— trap- . . . - . 


Estimated  number 
of  vessels/ 
persons 

Marine  mammal  species 
involved 

2,023 

15. 

174 

2A 

100 

3. 

1,216 

3.6. 

81 

12,27. 

Z873 

1,2.6,28.31. 

900 

3. 

1,354 

4.6. 

903 

20,21,24. 

<50 

Norte  documertted. 

<50 

None  documented. 

<50 

None  documented. 

1,749 

^13.15, 

9 

None  documented. 

440 

6,14. 

53 

6. 

100 

3,6. 

199 

Norte  documented. 

18 

Norte  documented. 

3 

Norte  documented. 

24 

Norte  documented. 

8 

None  documented. 

32 

None  documented. 

1296 

2,31. 

5,893 

2,4,25,28. 

367 

3,4.6.17. 

10 

3. 

200 

21,24. 

490 

1^5,6.7.8.9.10.11.13,14,15,25; 

490 

1,2.5.6.7,8,9.10.11.13.14.15,25.: 

8 

14. 

2 

None  documented. 

382 

None  documented. 

585 

1,2.3.6.  14,17,27.33. 

'  25 

3. 

6 

None  documented. 

1,533 

13. 

226 

None  documented. 

178 

4.6. 

1,426 

4,6,30,32. 

231 

None  documented. 

608 

None  documented. 

7 

Norte  documented. 

21 

1^ 

5 

Norte  documented 

2 

Norte  documented 

2 

Norte  documented. 

6 

None  documertted. 
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TABI£  2.--CkTEG0RY  M  OOiMBRCUL  FtSHBRCS  Si  THE  Pacific  OCEM«--Con(imied 


Table  4.— Oatecory  I  Commercial  Fisheries  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Caribbean,  and  Gulf  of  Mexico 


TraM  Rahety; 

MDA  Foratgn  mackerel _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Giilnet  Fisheries: 

Atlantic  Ootan.  CB.  GMX  aieewllleA.  luna,  shark _ 

Near  England  Mataapoeiai  aMk  eSnel  (Includes  SI  apadaa  js  datead  Ja  lha  MuNspscles  FMiary 
Management  Plan  and  apiry  dogfish)  lor  all  waters  east  of  71*40^ 

GME  small  peiagics(iMiichlaolMdas  mackereL  herring,  jnenhadaQ)au(lacsgiiiae( _ _ — _ 


16,20,22,23,34. 

16,1«;20,22,23,29. 

6,-IS,23,31,32,34,Kj38. 

«,18,»1,3244,35. 


Table  S.-Cateqory  II  Commerical  Fisheries  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  Caribbean,  and  Gulf  of  Mexico 


Gillnel  fishery: 

MOA  coastal  gSnat  Ik 
black  dnjm,  Wuaiah, 
perch - 


ted  not  limited  to,  Attandc  croaker, 
t,  menhaden,  scup,  shad,  etepedteM 


mackerel,  Atlarrtic  sturgeon, 

isISmi  RnQ  yMlOw 


3230 


15,  20, 31,  32 
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Table  5.— Category  il  Commerical  Fisheries  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  Caribbean,  am)  Gulf  of  Mexico— Continued 


EatbiMied  number 
ol  vesselB/ 
persone 


FL  east  coesi  eharfc . . . . . 

Trawil  fisberiee: 

MDA  Atlantic  mackarai _ 

Pair  travrl  fishery: 

Atlantic  Ocean,  CB,  GMX  swordfish,  tuna,  shark 
LongNne: 

Atlantic  Ocean,  C8,  GMX,  tuna,  shark,  swordfish 


20 

14.22. 23 
16,  22.  23. 24 
16.  22,  23.  24. 27,  31.  32.  36 


Table  6.— Category  III  Commercial  Fisheries  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  Caribbean,  and  Gulf  of  Mexico 


Estimatad  number 
of  vassals/ 

Matirta  mammal  spades 

Invokmd 

persona 

320 

None  docutwoilsd. 

30 

Nono  <tocimwfil9d. 

1,052 

Nona  documarlad. 

215 

None  documented. 

5 

38. 

250 

16,22,23.34. 

>1,000 

Nona  documanlad. 

18,292 

2a40 

5 

36 

25 

Nona  documented. 

200 

Nona  documaidad. 

550 

Nona  documarNad. 

400 

Nona  documaraad. 

30 

6,15,3& 

10 

20. 

5 

31. 

97 

2a 

16 

20. 

46 

63. 

1,300 

Nona  documanlad. 

124 

Nona  documanlad. 

26,223 

Nona  documarfiad. 

1>46 

Nona  doousnanlad. 

1,285 

15332. 

4,000 

3 

271 

3 

100 

6.15.3133 

30 

Nona  documanlad. 

500 

Nona  documented. 

10,613 

6,31.32.383 

2,902 

None  documanlad 

20,500 

340. 

2,500 

340. 

2,200 

Nona  documerrted 

500 

33 

50 

6,15,31,3233 

500 

Norte  documanlad 

2600 

Norte  documartled 

233 

31. 

159 

Nona  documartled 

>50 

Norte  documertled 

7,000 

Norte  documented 

150 

Nona  documented 

15 

3. 

30 

6.3 

'  <50 

Norta  documartted 

20,000 

Norte  documented 
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List  of  State  Abbreviations  Used  in  Tables;  AK— Alaska.  CA— CaKtomia,  FL— florkte,  QA— Georgia,  Hi— HawaN,  OR— Oregon,  SC— South  Carolina,  TX— Texas, 
WA— Washirrgton. 

Acronyms  and  the  Areas  They  Represent  BSAt— Bering  Sea  and  Aleutian  Islands,  C8— Caribbean,  GME— QuN  of  Maine— Canadian  Border  to  Nantucket 
Wand,  Massachusetts  (includes  Georges  Bank),  (3MX— GuM  of  Mexico  All  GuH  States,  GOA— GuU  of  Alaska,  MOA— Mid  Atiantio— Nantucket  Island,  Massachu¬ 
setts  to  Cape  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  SOA— Southern  Atlantic— South  Carolina  to  Florida. 

Explanation  of  Columns: 

Fishery— Identified  by  gear,  target  species,  and  area. 

Estimated  number  of  vessels/persons— Contains  the  best  and  most  recent  avaHable  information  on  the  number  of  vessels/persona  licensed  to  participate  In  a 
fishery  or,  in  the  case  of  Alaska,  the  number  of  permits. 

Marine  Mammal  Species  Involved— Contains  a  list  of  all  documented  or  reported  instances  (inckidtog  rare  and  unique  instances)  of  marine  mammal 
Interactions.  The  induston  of  a  species  does  not  address  the  magnitude  of  take  and  makes  no  statemerti  regarding  the  significance  of  any  interaction. 


Species  Code  for  Marine  Mammals  Taken  in  Commercial  Fisheries 


Dated:  May  5. 1992. 

MkhaelF.lllliiiaii. 

Deputy  Assistant  Administrator  for  Fisheries. 
[FR  Doc.  92-10677  Filed  5-11-92;  8:45  am] 
BIUJNO  coot  S6ia-a>-M 


Species 

codes 

Commonname 

Scientific  name 

1  _ 

Northern  fur  seal . . . . . . . 

Ce/Mtinus  ursinus. 

2  _  .... 

Steter  (northerr^  sea  Hon  •  _  . -  .  . 

Eumetopias  jubetus. 

3 _ 

California  sea  Son _ _  „  _  _ _ _ _ 

^tophus  ceUfomienus  ' 

4 _  _ 

Unidentified  sea  Son ...  _  . . .  . . 

5 _  . 

Walrus .  . '  _ _ _  _  .. 

Odobenus  rosnwus 

8 . 

Herbor  s«ei  . ,  . . . 

Phoes  vituHns. 

Spotted  seal . . . . . . .  .  . .  -  _ 

Phocs  tsrge. 

8..„ . 

Phocs  h^pida. 

9 . 

Ribbon  8«ei  . 

Phocs  tssdats. 

10 . «... 

Bearded  seal  . .  .  . 

Erignsthus  bofbatus 

11.. . . . 

Nortoem  elephant  seal _ _  -  .  . . . . — ... 

kttroungs  engusttrostris.' 

12  . . . 

Hawaiian  monk  seal . . .  ~  .  .  .  _ _ 

Monachus  schsuinslandL 

13 . — . 

Alaska  tee  oHar  .  . . . . 

Enhydrs  tutris  lutris 

14_  .. 

Oafs  porpoise. . . .  . . . -  ._  _ _ 

Phocoenoides  dam. 

15 _ 

Harbor  porpo^ . 

Phoooene  phocoens. 

16 . . 

Common  (saddleback)  dolphin. _  _  .  .  —..  - . . 

Defphkws  detphis 

17 . 

Lsgenofhynchus  obdQukiens. 

IS  _ 

Northern  right  whale  dolphin  .  . . .  . . 

uisodeiphts  boreaHs 

10.  _  . 

Striped  dolphin  _  .  .  . .  .  . 

Stenetia  coerx/ieoabs. 

20 _ _ 

21  .  ..  . 

Rough  toothed  dolphin.™  _ _ _ 

Steno  bredanensls 

22... . . 

RisiO's  dolphin . . .  . . . . 

Grampus  griseus. 

23  ..._ 

Plot  whale’. . .  „.  _  . . . . . . 

Globicephala  rrtolaona. 

24  . . 

25 

KMer  whale.  _  _.  „  .  ..  ™.„  _ _ 

Ordnus  ores. 

26.. 

Beluga  whale ..  _ _  _  ._  ..  - _  _ 

Doiphinapterus  leucas 

27  „ 

Unidentified  smaM  cetacean.™  _  _  .  . . .  .. 

28 _ 

Spann  aihaia . . 

Physeter  catodon 

29 

Baakad  ttmrUas . . . 

30 _ _ 

Gray  mhala . . .  . 

Eschrichtius  robustus 

31 _ 

Humpback  whaia .  . . 

Megaptera  novaeangHae 

32 _ 

Minka  nrhela . .  . . 

33- 

Unidnntilind  large  cetaoean . .  . . 

34..  -  _ 

Atlantic  whMesided  dolphin .  ...  ...  _ _  .„  .™_  .  _  _ 

35  .  ._ 

Gray  aaal 

36 

Socitted  dolphin  _ .  . 

37 

Pygmy  sperm  whaia  . 

38.._ . 

Northern  right  whale.  _  _  _  ...  .  „  . 

39 _  ... 

Fin  whale. .7-  _  .  _  ._  _  _..  _  _ 

40 . . 

Manataa .  . 

41 

Soulham  (Celifomia)  sea  Ortnr 

